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The ABLE National Resource Center

The ABLE National Resource Center (ABLE NRC) is the leading, comprehensive source of objective, 
independent information about federal- and state-related ABLE programs and activities, including 
guidance on tax-advantaged ABLE savings accounts. 

Our mission is to educate, promote and support the positive impact ABLE can make on the lives of 
millions of Americans with disabilities and their families. 

Our pioneering work in this area and subject matter expertise makes us the foremost authority on 
topics related to the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act, ABLE accounts, state ABLE 
programs, ABLE-related policy developments and comprehensive integration of ABLE and financial 
capability strategies for people with disabilities into public service delivery systems. 
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Listening to the Webinar

The audio for today’s meeting can be accessed using Computer Audio or by calling in 
by phone. If you select Computer Audio, please make sure your speakers are turned 
on or your headphones are plugged in. 

If you do not have sound
capabilities on your computer 
or  prefer to listen by phone, dial:

1-929-205-6099

Meeting Code:
506-920-343
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Captioning

• Real-time captioning is provided during this webinar.

• The captions can be found by clicking on the closed 
captions icon in your Zoom controls at the bottom of the 
screen. 

• If you do not see the captions after clicking the button, 
please alert the host via the chat box. You may also view 
captions in your browser at 
streamtext.net/player?event=NDI.
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Submitting Questions
• Please use the Q&A  box to submit any questions you have during the 

webinar. Please do not use the chat box. We will try to answer all 
questions.

• Please explore the ABLE National Resource Center website for answers to 
all of your questions and for additional information within our archived 
webinars, resources and newsletters: 

www.ablenrc.org
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Technical Assistance

• If you experience any technical difficulties during the webinar, please 
use the chat box to send a message to the NDI Host, or email
amilioto@ablenrc.org. 

Please note: This webinar is being recorded and the materials will be placed 
on the ABLE National Resource Center website, along with all of our other 
ABLE webinars, at ablenrc.org/webinars.
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Facilitator andPresenters
• Facilitator

o Miranda Kennedy, Director, ABLE National Resource Center
• Presenters

o David Bell, Oregon ABLE Savings Plan & ABLE for ALL Savings Plan
o Kelly Nelson, Maryland ABLE Savings Plan
o Peter Tassoni, Washington State ABLE Savings Plan
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Agenda
• Introducing ABLE NRC’s Spotlight Series on ABLE Programs

• Become Familiar with the mission of the ABLE Collaboration

• Learn about the partners involved in the ABLE Collaboration

• Learn who the ABLE Collaboration is serving and how

• Explore ABLE Collaboration program features

• Questions and Answers
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Introducing ABLE NRC’s Spotlight Series
Throughout 2019, the ABLE National Resource Center (ANRC) will be conducting a series of bi-monthly 
“ABLE  Program Spotlight” webinars.

• These webinars are intended for those who already have a basic understanding of ABLE.
• State ABLE programs that are a part of multi-state collaborations, as well as individual state 

programs,  will provide program specific details, general guidance and best practices.
• Each program spotlight will also cover the range of investment options offered, an often confusing

aspect for individuals who want to make the most of their ABLE account but are new to the concepts of
investing and saving.

Upcoming Spotlights in 2019 Include:
o November: Fidelity’s AttainABLE Savings Plan / Massachusetts Spotlight
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Roadmap to ABLE
• The Road Map to Enrollment
1. What Is ABLE?
2. Who Is Eligible?
3. How Can Funds Be Used?
4. How Do I Manage My Account?
5. How Do I Enroll?

• Road Map to Independence
1. Setting My Financial Goals
2. Building a Circle of Support
3. Making Smart Financial Decisions
4. Monitoring My ABLE Account
5. Celebrating My Financial Independence
• *Note: These are also available in Spanish

Slid
e 10

http://ablenrc.org/road-map-enrollment
http://ablenrc.org/road-map-independence


ablenrc.org

ABLE Programs
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Our Mission to Support

Through:

Partners

People

Accessibility 

Features

Policy 
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People (Slide 1 of 3)

State Services

Connections with state agencies that 
offer disability support services such 
as Developmental Disabilities 
Administration, Work Incentive 
Network and the Health Care 
Authority
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People (Slide 2 of 3)

Disability Service

Connections with nonprofit 
organizations that support the disability 
community such as the ABLE National 
Resource Center, NW Down Syndrome 
Association, Autism Society, Special 
Olympics and more
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People (Slide 3 of 3)

ABLE Service

State ABLE Ambassadors, staff 
members and Service Center members 
who have received special training to 
best support ABLE savers 
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Accessibility (Slide 1 of 2)

ADA Standards

Website

Marketing materials

Forms

Presentations

Service Center
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Accessibility(Slide 2 of 2)

Entity ALR

We have the ability to 
allow entities such as 
nonprofit organizations to 
act as Authorized Legal 
Representatives for those 
they support
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Features (Slide 1 of 7)

ABLE to Work

We implemented ABLE to 
Work as to allow for the 
maximum amount of 
annual contributions by 
allowing the ABLE saver 
to mark each contribution 
as “Standard” or “ABLE 
to Work” contributions
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Features (Slide 2 of 7)

Gifting Page

Savers have the ability to 
create a specialized Gifting 
Page that can be shared via 
email or social media
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Features (Slide 3 of 7)

TrueLink Prepaid Card

Coming this fall, savers 
will have the ability to 
order an ABLE prepaid 
card through TrueLink that 
can be loaded with their 
ABLE funds and used for 
eligible expenses
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Features (Slide 4 of 7)
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Features (Slide 5 of 7)

Support with Savings

Our system provides 
multiple opportunities to 
learn more about the 
saving and investing 
options
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Features (Slide 6 of 7)

Account Management

We developed a simple 
and intuitive online 
Dashboard to allow savers 
to easily manage their 
accounts
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Features (Slide 7 of 7)

Account Fees
The ABLE Collaboration negotiated some of the 
lowest fees in the nation

 $35 Annual Fee

 0.30% to 0.36% Annual Asset Fee

Minimum Contributions
We keep our initial and subsequent 
contributions as low as possible

 $25 Initial contribution

 $10 Subsequent contributions
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Policy (Slide 1 of 2)

ABLE Age Adjustment

We work closely with Legislators to 
help pass legislation that strengthens 
ABLE plans for current savers and 
potential savers, including advocating 
for the ABLE Age Adjustment Act
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Policy (Slide 2 of 2)

Medicaid Recovery

The ABLE Collaboration states 
have worked to limit Medicaid 
Recovery from taking place on 
funds previously saved in an 
ABLE account as allowed in the 
federal ABLE Act
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Submitting Questions
• Please use the Q&A  box to submit any questions you have during the 

webinar. Please do not use the chat box. We will try to answer all 
questions.

• Please explore the ABLE National Resource Center website for answers to 
all of your questions and for additional information within our archived 
webinars, resources and newsletters: 

www.ablenrc.org
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Learn More with our Resources! 
In addition to The Roadmap to Enrollment, the Three State Comparison Tool, 
the Tool Comparing Program Features and the Case Summary Series, there

are a variety of other resources available to you 24/7 to answer all of your 
questions!

o Federal guidance from the Internal Revenue Service, Social Security Administration, Center 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Department of Agriculture Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, and Housing and Urban Development

o ABLE Accounts and Tax Time Savings

o The ABLE Toolkits

o ABLE Accounts, Special Needs and Pooled Trust Comparison Chart
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Help Spread the Word!

• Help spread the word! Please share information about ABLE accounts with friends, 
family and community groups! Add the topic of ABLE within your conversations to 
inform people of the new opportunity for people to be lifted from poverty, enhance 
their life and be allowed to save regularly for their current or future needs.

• Open an ABLE account or assist someone else with opening their ABLE account.
• To receive up-to-date information on ABLE, please subscribe to our AchievABLE

newsletter.
• Connect with us on social media: Facebook and Twitter.
• Participate in all of the ABLE National Resource Center webinars to stay informed.
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Join Us in October for our… 

ABLE and Work Incentives for Working Age People with Disabilities
National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) webinar

Be on the look out for registration information soon!
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Thank you to our ABLE National Resource Center 
sponsors!
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