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Thank you for joining us!  
The webinar will begin at  

2:00 pm ET.

You will not hear any sound until then. If you are  having technical 
difficulties, please send NDI  Admin a message in the chat box or 
email mredden@ndi-inc.org.
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ABLE Program Spotlight Series Featuring 
ABLEnow and ABLEAmerica

Facilitated by
Miranda Kennedy, Co-Director of the ABLE National Resource Center



Listening to the Webinar

• The audio for today’s webinar is being broadcast through your computer. Please make sure your  
speakers are turned on or your headphones are plugged in.

• You can control the audio broadcast via the audio broadcast panel
• If you accidentally close the panel, you can re-open by going to the Communicate menu (at  

the top of the screen) and choosing Join Audio Broadcast
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Listening to the Webinar, continued

If you do not have  
sound capabilities  
on your computer  
or prefer to listen  
by phone, dial:

1-650-479-3207
1-855-244-8681

(Toll-Free Number)

Meeting Code:
662	486	498

Note: You do not need  to 
enter an attendee ID .
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Captioning

• Real-time captioning is provided during this webinar.
• The captions can be found in Media Viewer panel,

which appears in the lower-right corner of the webinar  
platform.

• If you want to make the Media Viewer panel larger, you  
can minimize other panels like Chat, Q&A, and / or
Participants.
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Submitting Questions

• For Q&A: Please use the Q&A box to submit any questions you  
have during the webinar and we will direct the questions
accordingly during the Q&A portion.

• If you are listening by phone and not logged in to the  
webinar, you may also ask questions by emailing questions to 
mulisky@ndi-inc.org .

Please note: This webinar is being recorded and the materials will be placed on the  ABLE  
National Resource Center website at: http://ablenrc.org/events/webinar-able-program-spotlight-
series-featuring-"ablenow"-and-"ableamerica"-programs
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Technical Assistance

• If you experience any technical difficulties during the
webinar, please use the chat box to send a message to the 
host NDI Admin, or you may also email:
mredden@ndi-inc.org.
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Facilitator and Presenters

Facilitator
• Miranda Kennedy, Co-Director of ABLE National Resource Center

Presenters
• Sarah Pennington, Senior Marketing Communications 

Association with ABLEnow
• Jerry Hulick, Financial Advisor at The Washington Group Special 

Care Planning Team
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Agenda
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• Review	of	the	ABLE	Road	Map	to	Enrollment	and	Road	
Map	to	Independence	tools	to	help	you	get	started	and	
make	the	most	of	your	ABLE	account

• Overview	of	ABLEnow,	the	largest	independent	ABLE	
program	in	the	country

• Introduction	to	ABLEAmerica,	the	first	ABLE	program	
available	through	financial	advisors
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REVIEW:
ABLE Road Map to Enrollment 

and 
Road Map to Independence
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Check Out the Videos and Strategies on our 
Road Map to Enrollment and Road Map to Independence

http://ablenrc.org/road-map-enrollment http://ablenrc.org/road-map-independence



ABLE Programs



ABLE	National	Resource	Center	Spotlight
November	29,	2018

Sarah	Pennington,	ABLEnow



What	will	we	cover?

We	recommend	you	consult	a	trusted	legal,	
financial,	tax	and/or	benefits	professional.
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üBackground	on	Virginia’s	ABLE	programs
üABLEnow,	direct-sold	ABLE	program

üComparing	ABLE	programs
üHow	to	open	an	account

üABLEAmerica,	advisor-sold	ABLE	program
üQ&A	with	Financial	Advisor



Background
• 10+	years	ago:	Virginia	parents	came	up	with	the	idea	of	

ABLE,	beginning	a	national,	cross-disability	advocacy	effort

• 2014:	Stephen	Beck,	Jr.	Achieving	a	Better	Life	Experience	(ABLE)	Act	

• 2015:	Virginia	is	the	first	state	to	pass	ABLE	legislation	after	the	
federal	ABLE	Act
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Outreach
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Outreach
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Outreach
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Outreach
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What	is	ABLEnow®?
• Virginia-sponsored	ABLE	savings	program

• Open	to	eligible	individuals	in	all	50	states

• Administered	by	Virginia529℠
• Nation’s	largest	529	plan,	$72	billion	in	assets
• Helping	people	dream,	save	and	achieve	for	20+	years
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Open	and	manage	
an	account	online	
at	able-now.com
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Opening	an	ABLEnow	account	is	actually	very	easy.	I	took	care	of	it	in	one	
evening	and	I	thought,	“Wow!	This	was	really	fast!”	So	by	the	end	of	the	
evening,	I	had	my	account	open.	

– Laura,	ABLEnow	Customer
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I	would	tell	anybody	who	hasn’t	started	the	account	that	it’s	really	simple	
to	open	and	fund.	You	can	do	any	amount,	really,	and	all	those	smaller	
contributions	add	up	over	time.	And	remember,	you	don’t	have	to	be	the	
only	one	making	contributions.	It	can	be	family	as	well.	

– Christian,	ABLEnow	Customer



Comparing	
ABLE	Programs
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Compare	ABLE	Programs
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#1	Maintenance	Fee

Other	ABLE	Programs

Same	low	fee	for	all	customers,	
regardless	of	state.	

$3.25 per	month	($39 per	year)
Waived	if	you	maintain	a	balance	of	
$10,000	in	the	ABLEnow	Deposit	
Account

May	be	up	to	40%	higher	for	non-state	
residents.

Understand the	true	cost	of	your	ABLE	
account.



Other	ABLE	Programs

Free for	all	customers! May	not	be	available.	

May	cost	up	to	an	additional	$24	a	
year.

Compare	ABLE	Programs
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#2	Debit	Card



Other	ABLE	Programs

Free online	contribution	center	for	all	
customers!	able-now.com/give-a-gift

May	not	be	offered.	

May	have	an	additional	fee	per	
transaction.

Compare	ABLE	Programs
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#3	Gift	Contributions



Other	ABLE	Programs

In-house	ABLE	experts	available
Monday-Friday	by	phone	(toll	free),	
email	and	online	chat.

May	be outsourced	to	third-party	
organizations.

Compare	ABLE	Programs
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#4	Customer	Service



Other	ABLE	Programs

$0

Open	your	account	now,	then	you	
decide	how	much	to	contribute.

May	be up	to	a	$50	minimum	for	initial	
contributions.

May	be	up	to	a	$25	minimum	for	other	
contributions.

Compare	ABLE	Programs
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#5	Minimum	Contribution



Other	ABLE	Programs

$0 May	be up	to	a	$50	fee.

Compare	ABLE	Programs
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#6	Rollover	to	Another	ABLE	Program



Open	an	Account
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able-now.com

Manage	Your	AccountGift	ContributionsNewsletter

Application

Contact	UsAm	I	Eligible?



What	is	ABLEAmerica®?
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Contact	your	
financial	advisor	to	
open	an	account		

• Nation’s	only	advisor-sold	ABLE	program	

• Offered	in	partnership	with	American	Funds

• Work	with	a	financial	advisor	to	build	an	ABLE	plan	that	
meets	your	specific	needs
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Q&A	with	Advisor

Jerry	Hulick	

• 40+	years	in	financial	services	industry	

• One	of	the	first	people	in	the	country	
to	receive	The	American	College’s		
Chartered	Special	Needs	Consultant	
(ChSNC)	designation

• Started	The	Washington	Group	Special	
Care	Planning	Team

• National	speaker	and	expert	on	special	
needs	planning
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Q&A	with	Advisor

• Why	would	someone	use	a	financial	advisor?

• What	makes	ABLEAmerica	different?

• What	is	the	potential	of	the	ABLEAmerica	program?

• How	can	someone	find	a	financial	advisor?	Are	
there	specific	credentials	for	an	advisor	familiar	
with	disability	considerations?

• Anything	else	you’d	like	to	share	about	ABLE	
accounts?
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The	material	in	this	presentation	has	been	prepared	by	ABLEnow	and	is	general	information	about	ABLEnow	current	as	of	the	
date	of	this	presentation.		The	information	is	given	in	summary	form	and	does	not	purport	to	be	complete.

Call	1-844-NOW-ABLE	or	visit	able-now.com	to	obtain	information	on	the	program.	Seek	the	advice	of	a	professional	
concerning	any	financial,	tax,	legal	or	federal	or	state	benefit	implications	related	to	opening	and	maintaining	an	ABLEnow	

account.	Participating	in	ABLEnow	involves	investment	risk	including	the	possible	loss	of	principal.	For	non-Virginia	residents:
other	states	may	sponsor	an	ABLE	plan	that	offers	state	tax	or	other	benefits	not	available	through	ABLEnow.	

©	2018	Virginia	College	Savings	Plan.	All	Rights	Reserved.

able-now.com
customerservice@able-now.com

1-844-NOW-ABLE



Submitting Questions

• For Q&A: Please use the Q&A box to submit any questions you  
have during the webinar and we will direct the questions
accordingly during the Q&A portion.

• If you are listening by phone and not logged in to the  
webinar, you may also ask questions by emailing questions to 
mulisky@ndi-inc.org .

Please note: This webinar is being recorded and the materials will be placed on the  
ABLE  National Resource Center website at: http://ablenrc.org/events/webinar-able-
program-spotlight-series-featuring-"ablenow"-and-"ableamerica"-programs
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Screen Shots of Front and Back of 
ABLE Postcard 
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The ABLE National Resource Center
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The  ABLE  NationalResource Center (ANRC) is a collaborative  
whose supporters share the goal of accelerating the design  
and availability of ABLE accounts for the benefit of individuals

with disabilities and their families. We bring together the  
investment, support and resources of the country’s largest and

most influential national disability organizations .

www.ablenrc.org



Contact us!
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Miranda Kennedy, M.P.P.
Co-Director

ABLE National Resource Center

E-mail Inquiries: Info@ablenrc.org
Call Center:  (202) 683-6094


